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Abstract This paper explores the transcultural journey of cowboy iconography—particularly
denim—and its adaptation into Japanese fashion and music culture. It begins by
examining how jeans, rooted in American workwear and cowboy imagery, were
introduced to Japan through postwar contact with the United States—via American
military presence, black markets, and Hollywood Westerns. This transmission laid the
foundation for denim’s widespread adoption and evolving meanings in Japan. Tracing a
symbolic lineage from the American frontier to Japanese street style, the paper examines
how cowboy imagery was hybridized through rockabilly and rock subcultures in both
fashion and sound. Grounded in cultural theory, it argues that denim functions as a
mobile symbol of rebellion, masculinity, and authenticity, continually reinterpreted
across contexts.
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